Rickards’ Givens earns scholarship

Shortstop to play softball for
St. Johns River CC next season

By Dawid Séez

CEMCCRAT STAFF WRITER

Some years back Rick-

ards High softball coach
Mindi clles told cur-
rent senior shortatop Nik-

tkﬁei%éfirens that Ehﬂnhead
ent to go to colloge
for freo.

COn  Friday moroing,
Givens made it real by
sipning a national letter
of intent to attend college
at 5t. Johns River Com-
munity College in Palatka
on & softball scholarship.

Givens bocame the firat
player in Buckles' three
vears as the head ecoach
to carn a softball scholar-

shiP.

“I'm really proud of har,”
gaid Buckles, who played
at 8t. Johna River for ono
vear. “She's worked real-
Iy hard for it. She eats,
broathes, and livea soft-
hall.

“She's a spark plug for
her team. She’= a huge
part of our team.”

(Givens, 18, 18 a
S00-average batter who
came into the current

http://mail 2.1eon.k12.fl .us/exchange/gradyr/I nbox/Tall ahassee%20D emocr at%20E-Edition%20Article.E...

soason with a total of 82
bases in the previous two
apasons. Heor speed and
500 on-base percen
make hor a catalyst for
the Raiders. She'll likely
play outfield in college.

“St. Johns River) is
lucks” Buckles said.
“We're losing something
that [ don't know we'll
aver replace. It's going to
be tough.”

The left-handed batting
Givens said she choae St.
John's RHiver because of
the bond the players on
the team hava.

“They kind of have a sis-
terhood that no one ean
ruin,” Givens said. “The
team's closs, and that's a
big reason I decided to go
there”

Her familiarity with the
5St. John= River program
also attracted her to the
school. The Vikings' assis-
tant coach Robert Atwood
coached Givens for two
voars on the Gamesville
Warriors  18-and-under,
travel team.

“Ewven though it's a com-

mumnity college, they can
teach me a lot,” Givens
aaid. “After they inveat in
me for two vears, they will
help me showease what 1
can become so I can go to
a four-vear school.”

Givens was selected to
the Tallahassoe Demo-
crat 20058 All-Big Bend
goftball team during her
Junior season. She said it
wasn't until last vear that
she became sertons abount
softball.

Spacial o the Democrat
Rickards High senlsr Nikkl Ghvens signed 2 nallenad letier of lntent 2
play seithall at 5L Johns River Community Celloge mext yoar.

“At first softball wasn't
a big deal to me,” Givens
@aid. “]1 was into basket
ball and played softball to
gtay in shape.”

That changed with her
snccess the previous two
S0a80018,

‘T'm excited about it
becausa [ love softball”
Givens =aid. “.I?ruﬁ.haﬂ's

t-a-wawy t to
nggehﬂm ?ﬂ& hE:ve a
new oxperience. [t's a new
start.”
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