Indicators of an Effective Classroom

Conditions for Learning

Classroom is neat and organized.

Student work is aligned with standards.

No instructional time is wasted; transitions are smooth.
Psychological climate is positive.

Teacher has a personal interest in all students.

Teacher is caring, confident, and consistent.

Teacher and students practice active listening. .
Teacher handles misbehavior calmly and courteously.
Teacher is physically close to students as they work.
Students and teacher follow procedures and agendas.
Students share responsibility for learning.

Current samples of student work are displayed.

Teacher begins class with bell work or warm-up activities.

Curriculum

Teachers use a standards-based lesson design.

Content reflects student interest.

Opportunities for real-life connections are made.

Interdisciplinary connections are made whenever possible.

Curriculum is personalized for every child.

Materials, resources, and technologies support the learning.

The pace is appropriate for the content.

Lesson plans are appropriate, standards driven, and available for review.

Instruction

Students are actively engaged, individually and/or collaboratively.
Teacher accommodates differences in rates, learning styles, and prior learning.

Teacher asks challenging questions with appropriate response time (for reflection).

Individual help is given to each student.

Teacher varies instructional strategies for groups and/or individuals.
Demonstrations and explanations inform, clarify, and engage.

The pace of the instruction is appropriate for the content and class.
Instruction is differentiated when appropriate.

The instructional standard is clearly communicated in the lesson plan.

Technology

Teacher uses varied technology to demonstrate the learning and/or instruction.

Assessment

Teacher continually monitors student work and provides feedback.
Teacher employs a variety of assessment tools.

Teacher provides opportunities for re-teaching.

Students assess their own work according to rubrics.
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